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Dear Reader, 

 

The impact of Hurricane Matthew was significant for our beloved Lowcountry. These 
times of transition are often hard for our loved ones with Autism. Depending on where 
you are located, you may be settling back into a routine or still waiting to return to your 
home.  Please call our office if you need assistance with easing the stress for your family 
member. 

 

If you have not already joined the online community, Autism Family Network of the 
Lowcountry, please do so now!  This is a great forum for families to come together to 
share resources, inspiration, stories, etc.  LAF partners with this group to host our 
monthly Parent Training and Support Group.  We hope you will join us for this month’s 
meeting on October 25th, 6-8pm at Bethany UMC in Summerville.  This month’s trainer 
is Toni Boucher and the topics are “How To Connect with My Child” and “Autism and 
Growing Up.”   

 

Next month, November 13th at 4pm we will host the 3rd annual Oysters for Autism: Oys-
ter Roast and Silent Auction at Bowen’s Island Restaurant!  We still have a few sponsor-
ship opportunities available, so if you are interested please email me for more infor-
mation.  We hope to see you around the shuckin’ tables!  

 
Currently, we are recruiting for our 2017 Board of Directors and Advisory Council.  Ap-
plications are being accepted  through October 15th.  Please email a copy of your re-
sume to me after you have submitted your application.   

 
For additional information not included in the newsletter, please visit our website. We 
always love to hear from our families and supporters.  

Please contact me at: callahsu@musc.edu with any questions or if we can be of any as-
sistance to your family.   

 
Sincerely,  

 
Susan Callahan 

Executive Director 

In Between 

The Lines 

From the Director 

………………………...Page 1 

Words From Our Interns 

………………………...Page 2 

LAF Events 

………………………...Page 3 

Community Events 

………………………...Page 6 

Halloween Tips 

………………………...Page 10 

A Piece Of Our Puzzle 

………………………...Page 11 

LAF lines 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/939907969460935/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/939907969460935/
https://lafinc.givezooks.com/events/oysters-for-autism-2016
https://lafinc.givezooks.com/events/oysters-for-autism-2016
http://www.lafinc.org/board-of-directors/
http://www.lafinc.org/board-of-directors/
http://www.lafinc.org
mailto:callahsu@musc.edu


 2 

 

Meet the Interns! 

Justin Hunt is currently a senior at the College of 

Charleston majoring in Psychology and double mi-

noring in Sociology and Biology. After graduation he 

plans to pursue a career in occupational therapy 

with a focus in pediatrics. His experiences with a 

family member who was diagnosed with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder sparked a passion for advocating 

for and working to improve the lives of others. Prior 

to interning with LAF, he shadowed occupational 

therapists who  worked with children with autism, 

has been in a mentoring program devoted to helping 

students with ASD, and has worked closely with Best 

Buddies at the College in order to spread awareness 

about mental health. From this internship he hopes 

to be able to learn more about autism and how it is 

treated, and also about the various services that LAF 

provides. 

Lauren Bawiec is currently a senior at the College 
of Charleston pursuing a B.S. in Public Health. After 
graduation, she plans to get her Masters in Public 
Health and hopes to work in the pediatric field. Pri-
or to this internship, she volunteered at the MUSC 
Children’s Hospital in the Oncology Unit where she 
provided support to the patients and their families. 
Non-profit organizations have always been a pas-
sion of hers, which is what attracted her to intern at 
LAF. She aspires to give back to her community and 
work closely to those in need of medical care. From 
this internship, she hopes to learn more about ASD, 
the resources LAF provides, and help to spread 
awareness of ASD. 
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LAF Events 
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Entertainment 

Live music at our Oyster Roast will be provided by Bateman’s Stud Farm and Jack 

Triebold. A little more information about them is provided below. 

Bateman’s Stud Farm is a local band that 

performs covers of a variety of genres of 

music. They play at weddings, parties, and 

assorted other events in the area. The 

members of Stud Farm are Jeff Bateman 

(vocals and guitar), Donnie Polk (vocals, 

jokes, and guitar), Eric Lapin (drums and 

vocals), and Clay Stuckey (bass) 

Being a member of LAF, Jack Triebold is a 15-year-old singer/songwriter living in Mount 

Pleasant, SC. He was mesmerized by music, musical toys and videos even before he could 

talk and began taking guitar lessons at age 8 from local artist, Eddie Bush. At the time he was 

Bush's youngest student. He has been playing & singing for events since he was in the 5th 

grade and has served as lead guitarist on the Worship Team @ Point Hope UMC for 4 years 

now, but his talent isn't the only thing special about the happy, well-mannered kid.  
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Community Events 
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Programs 
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 Halloween tips 
BOO! Take out the surprise factor: Talk about Halloween ahead of time so your child 
will know what to expect. Show her pictures of kids in costumes, videos of kids trick-or-
treating, and make sure you show your child what this will look like when it’s dark outside. 
Social stories can be a great preparation tool. You can even create your own social story using 
pictures of your kids in previous years. In addition, don’t forget to take pictures this year for 
next year’s story. 

Scope out the neighborhood: Take a nighttime stroll through the streets where you plan to 
trick-or-treat and look at the decorations. Are there any houses you might want to avoid be-
cause they look too scary? Talk to your neighbors. Is anyone planning to dress in a costume 
and scare the kids as they approach a house? You may also want to do an advance visit to any 
party or Halloween stores where you plan to take your child. I know when you walk into our 
local party store; a mechanical Jason from Friday the 13th greets you. We all want to avoid 
months of sleeplessness thanks to nightmares. 

Teach the rules of trick-or-treating: Provide step-by-step instructions for how trick-or-
treating works. For instance, how we knock on the door and say, “trick-or-treat” but don’t go 
into the house, put the candy in the bag, say thank you, and go to the next house. Practice 
this routine before the big night. Some kids may need days of practice; some kids may be 
good with only one dry run. Don’t forget to go over what to do if there is a break in the rou-
tine, for instance if a neighbor is not home. Here’s one tricky rule. We teach our kids all year 
that they should never take candy from strangers. Since our kids live by rules, they may have 
a difficult time reconciling this rule infraction. You may think that of course you would never 
go to a stranger’s house, but the stranger issue could come into play if you go trick-or-treating 
at a community center or mall. 

Have a dress rehearsal: For a child with sensory issues, costumes can pose some problems. 
The costume can be itchy, too tight, too loose, and too hot or not warm enough. Makeup can 
be sticky, or smell and feel weird. Masks can make it difficult to see or hear, or cause irritation 
to the head. Have your child try on her costume far enough in advance that you can make ad-
justments and alterations if necessary. Easy costumes made from clothing articles you already 
have may be the perfect route. If your child isn’t very enthusiastic about wearing a costume, 
now may be an opportunity to tie in a passion and let him dress as the character he watches 
800 times a month. But also let him know it’s ok not to wear a costume. 

Make a candy plan: Think pre- and post-trick-or-treating. If your child has a restricted diet, 
you could drop off packages of allowable snacks or small toys to your neighbors for them to 
give to your child. On the other hand, be prepared with acceptable treats you can substitute 
when your child gets home. If there are some candies on the approved list, ask a sibling if 
they would be willing to swap. Tell your child ahead of time what he can/can’t do with the 
candy when you get back home. Can he dump it all out and eat the entire bag that night? Will 
you limit her to a certain number of candies each day? Make sure you don’t keep this plan to 
yourself – share it with your child so expectations are known up front. 

Go with friends: Pair your child up with a neurotypical buddy that can help your child re-
member the trick-or-treating rules. That buddy can also be another set of eyes on your child 
amidst the flurry of masquerading candy goers. If your child is an eloper, it might help every-
one if your child is wearing sneakers that light up, or has a glow stick or bracelet. Moreover, if 
you have other children, make sure you have a plan in case your child with autism wants to go 
home before your other children are done. 

Eliminate the fear factor: There’s a lot going on during Halloween’s evening hours that star-
tles the senses. It’s dark and there are many people running around in scary costumes. Go be-
fore it gets dark if your child would be afraid during the later hours or if you need a less 
crowded time. If going door-to-door is overwhelming for your child, give her the option to 
stay home and pass out candy, or invite a small group over for a candy swap. If your child 
stays home, consider the commotion. Will constant knocking at your door or the doorbell 
ringing upset your child? Or the dog barking each time it rings? Or kids screaming “trick-or-
treat”?  

Information courtesy of www.autism-society.org 
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 A Piece Of Our Puzzle 

Parent: David Bennett 
LAF Services Received: Art Therapy 
 
“Alyssa Millard, Nationally Registered and Board Certified Art Therapist, devel-
oped an immediate, and one of the most beneficial and incredible therapeutic al-
liances with my Autistic 19 year old son.   Her services came to us, introduced by 
Lowcountry Autism Foundation (LAF), during a crucial time of his transition into 
early adulthood. 
I asked my son this question, – “How does Alyssa help you?”   He answered with 
the following (which I found to be profoundly accurate, and heartwarming) - 
“Alyssa helps me in many ways, because”   She is kind, inspiring, genuine, and 
very caring.  She has a great sense of humor and is always cheerful.  She under-
stands me.  She helps me cope, and relieves a lot of my stress.   She is also incred-
ibly artistic.” 

- David Bennett 

Has LAF had a positive impact on your family?       www.lafinc.org 

Let us know about it!          843.876.0415 

http://www.lafinc.org/laf-testimonial-form 

http://www.lafinc.org/
http://www.lafinc.org/laf-testimonial-form

